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A Warm Welcome to Hope Lutheran Church
We hope that your worship experience this morning is spiritually enriching and meaningful.

Children are always welcome at worship.

We practice eucharistic hospitality. All are welcome to Holy Communion.

Are you here for the first time? Our congregation is a member of the Metropolitan D.C. Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you are looking for a church home, we welcome your

inquiry.
Restrooms are located down the hall to the right.

Cellphones create a distraction during worship. We ask that you check now to make sure it is in
airplane mode.

Our team of ushers are available throughout the service to assist.

Gluten-free hosts: The baked bread distributed during Holy Communion is gluten-free, nut-free, but
full of Jesus!

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, PLEASE EXIT THROUGH THE SIDE EGRESS.


http://www.hopeclinton.org/
mailto:pastoreric@hopeclinton.org

Worship Plan for Sunday, May 17, 2026
Seventh Sunday of Easter
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three

INTRODUCTION

With joy, the disciples returned to Jerusalem, even after watching Jesus ascend from their sight. Because
the story was not ending, it was beginning. Christ opened their minds, blessed them, and sent them into
the world as witnesses. And so we gather today between promise and calling, looking upward in wonder,
and outward in mission. The risen and ascended Christ reigns and still blesses his people. Come, let us
worship the One who sends us out with joy.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ is risen and has opened our minds to the scriptures.
We stand as witnesses to all that God has done.

From Jerusalem to the ends of the earth, the good news is proclaimed.
Repentance and forgiveness are offered to all nations.

As Christ is lifted up, blessing his people,
We are filled with great joy.

Though Christ ascends, the promise remains.
We worship with praise and thanksgiving, trusting God’s abiding presence.

Let us worship the risen and ascended Lord.
Alleluia! Christ reigns! Amen.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands.

In the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG - “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!”(ELW 634)

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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1 All hail the pow’r of Je - sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 O seed of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - wvid Lord did call
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God 1in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your (ro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
5 Lect ev’ry kindred, ev'ry tribe 6 Oh, tha@ with yondecr sacrcd throng
on this terrestrial ball wc at his feet may fall!
to him all majesty ascribe We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all. and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726—1792, sts. 1—4: J. Rippon, A Selection of IIymns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1765—1844

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)

Refrain
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing., and glo - ry are his.
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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This is the feast of vic - to-ry for our God.

Al-le - Tu - ia, al-le - Ta - ia, al - le - Tu - ia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with
Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11

[Luke writes:] ' In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom
he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is
what you have heard from me; ®for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit
not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. & But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ® When he had said this,
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. ' While he was going and
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ' They said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 47

' Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a joyful sound.

2For the Lord Most High is to be feared: a great king over all the earth,
3who subdues the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet;

4who chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.
5(God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn.
6Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises.
TFor God is king of all the earth; sing praises with a song.

8 God reigns over the nations; God is enthroned on high.

9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. The rulers of the earth
belong to God, who is highly exalted.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
A reading from Ephesians.

'>1 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason ¢ |
do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers, '” that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, ® so
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, '° and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 2° God put this
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, 2! far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made
him the head over all things for the church, 2* which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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words of e - ter - nal life Al-le-1u - 1a. Al-le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” *> Then
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, *6 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day “” and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “¢ You are witnesses of
these things. “° And see, | am sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until
you have been clothed with power from on high.”

%0Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. ' While he was
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. °2 And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, > and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.



SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY - “Rejoice, for Christ Is King!” (ELW 430)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Rejoice, for Christ Is King!
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1 Re - joice, for Christ is king! Your Lord and king a - dore;
2 Our Sav - ior Je - sus reigns, the God of truth and love;
3 His king-dom can - not fail; he rules o’er earth and heav’n;
4 He sits at God’s right hand till all  his foes sub - mit
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re - joice, give thanks,and sing, and wi-umph ev - er - more:
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat a - Dbove:
the keys of death and hell are to our Je - sus giv'n:
and bow to his com - mand and fall be - neath his feet:
Refrain
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joice, a - gain I say, re - joice!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707—1788, alt.
Music: LAUS REGIS, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

APOSTLES' CREED (Assisting Minister)

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.




On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER SONG - “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (ELW 752) Sing 2 times
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Spoken Responsively)
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,

through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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OFFERING SONG - “For the Beauty of the Earth” (ELW 879) Sing verse 1 only

For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau -ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth - er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys - tic har - mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac - ri - fice of praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835—1917, alt.
Music: D1X, Conrad Kocher, 1786—-1872

OFFERING PRAYER (Assisting Minister)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

11



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection

of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

12



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly may be seated.

SONG - "Lamb of God" (ELW p. 146)
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG - “O Christ, Our Hope” (ELW 604)
O Christ, Our Hope
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1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts de - sire, cre - a - tion’s
2 How  vast your mer - cy to ac - cept the bur - den
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, the ran - som
4 Oh, let  your might - y love pre - vail to purge us
5 All praise to you, as - cend - ed Lord; all glo - ry
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of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been paid; you reign a - bove at God’s right hand, in
of our pride, that we may stand be - fore your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and  Spir - it blest through
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ho - ly love  out - pourcd, by ho - ly love  out- pourcd:
make us clean with - 1n, to make us clean with - in.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of  light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - 1 - fied, by mer - cy pu - r1i - fied.
all e - ter - ni - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Latin hymn, c¢. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,
keep and unite us, now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Assisting Minister)

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give
new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BIRTHDAYS/WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES/BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES
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BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG - “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” (ELW 579)

Lord, You Give the Great Commission
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2 Lord, you call us to your ser - vice: “In my name bap -
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With the Spir-it’s

Text: Jetfery Rowthorn, b. 1934
Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

gifts em-pow’r us

for thc

work of

min - is - try.

Text @ 1978 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Strecam, T1. 60188. A1l rights reserved.

Uscd by poermission.

Dwuplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING (Assisting Minister)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgical Texts. From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004305. OneLicense.net #A-742328.
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COMMUNITY ANNNOUNCEMENTS

Domestic Violence and Mental Health Awareness Seminar — Saturday, May 30th from 10:30am -
1:30pm, Suratts-Clinton Library, 9400 Piscataway Rd., Clinton, MD. For more information see flyer posted
in the Narthex.

Blood Drive — Sponsored by the Top Ladies of Distinction, Saturday, June 6th, from 8:30am — 2:30pm,
Hope Lutheran Church. More details regarding registration procedures will be forthcoming. During the
blood drive, the group will be making Tie Blankets in the Fellowship Hall. The blankets will be provided to
Sickle Cell patients in the DMV. All are invited to participate.

CHURCH ANNNOUNCEMENTS
For more information on events, please review flyers posted in the Narthex

Council Meeting today at 12Noon.

Synod Assembly Town Halls - The synod will host virtual town halls to review and discuss important
items that will be presented at the assembly. These are open to all synod members. The next town hall will
be Wednesday, May 20th, 7:00-8:00pm. This week’s topic: Constitution and Bylaws. Zoom link:
http://tinyurl.com/MetroDCZoom - Password: 4005.

Neighborhood Walking Group — Come out and join the community walking group (morning and evening
sessions) sponsored by Hope’s Outreach Ministry. The group will meet every Tuesday in Hope’s parking
lot at 10:00am and 5:30pm. For more information or questions, see Kristine Easley or Tim Rosin.

GriefShare Support Group — Sessions are held every Wednesday from 2:00-4:00pm. During this 13-
week support group program, you'll learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its unpredictability—and
gain Christian support each step of the way. Please consider joining us or referring a friend. For more
information about the program, please visit: www.griefshare.org.

Community Yard Sale — Saturday, June 13th, Hope Lutheran Church parking lot. If you would like to
secure a spot, please scan the QR Code on the flyer posted in the Narthex. Single spot with table $35.00 —
Bring your own table $25.00. If you would like to donate items for a table for Hope, we are accepting
donations thru May 31st. Please contact Veronica during regular office hours at (301) 868-2678, for
additional information.

Hope Bible Study - Join us on Fridays at 11:00am. Great interactive discussions and fellowship. Come
out and be a part!

For financial donations to Hope Lutheran Church you are welcome to use our QR code.
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