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The Reverend Philip C. Hirsch – Bishop 
The Reverend Eric Faret - Pastor  
Jane Snyder – Minister of Music  

 

 

Welcome to Hope Lutheran Church 
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Hope Lutheran Church 
Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

6201 Coventry Way Clinton, MD 20735 
 (301) 868-2678 

www.hopeclinton.org 
Our Mission: To Be God's Loving Presence in a Hurting World                              

 
The Reverend Eric B. Faret, Pastor (631-704-8063)  pastoreric@hopeclinton.org 

Pastor Eric’s Office Hours - Wednesday & Friday - 10:00am-4:00pm 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 10:30am-2:30pm or by appointment 

Veronica Taylor, Administrative Assistant 
 Office: 301-868-2678  -  office@hopeclinton.org

 
A Warm Welcome to Hope Lutheran Church 

We hope that your worship experience this morning is spiritually enriching and meaningful. 
 

• Children are always welcome at worship.  
 

• We practice eucharistic hospitality. All are welcome to Holy Communion.  
 

• Are you here for the first time? Our congregation is a member of the Metropolitan D.C. Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you are looking for a church home, we welcome your 
inquiry.  
 

• Restrooms are located down the hall to the right.  
 

• Cellphones create a distraction during worship. We ask that you check now to make sure it is in 
airplane mode.  
 

• Our team of ushers are available throughout the service to assist.  
 

• Gluten-free hosts: The baked bread distributed during Holy Communion is gluten-free, nut-free, but 
full of Jesus!  

 
 

 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, PLEASE EXIT THROUGH THE SIDE EGRESS. 

  

http://www.hopeclinton.org/
mailto:pastoreric@hopeclinton.org
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Worship Plan for Sunday, May 17, 2026 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Three 
 
 
INTRODUCTION  
With joy, the disciples returned to Jerusalem, even after watching Jesus ascend from their sight. Because 
the story was not ending, it was beginning. Christ opened their minds, blessed them, and sent them into 
the world as witnesses. And so we gather today between promise and calling, looking upward in wonder, 
and outward in mission. The risen and ascended Christ reigns and still blesses his people. Come, let us 
worship the One who sends us out with joy.  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Christ is risen and has opened our minds to the scriptures. 
We stand as witnesses to all that God has done. 
 
From Jerusalem to the ends of the earth, the good news is proclaimed. 
Repentance and forgiveness are offered to all nations. 
 
As Christ is lifted up, blessing his people, 
We are filled with great joy. 
 
Though Christ ascends, the promise remains. 
We worship with praise and thanksgiving, trusting God’s abiding presence. 
 
Let us worship the risen and ascended Lord. 
Alleluia! Christ reigns! Amen. 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands.  
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 



4 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG – “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!”(ELW 634) 
 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE (ELW p. 138) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with 
Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 
[Luke writes:] 1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the 
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom 
he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he 
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is 
what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now.” 
  6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, 
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 47 
1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a joyful sound. 
2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared: a great king over all the earth, 
3 who subdues the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet; 
4 who chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  
5 God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
7 For God is king of all the earth; sing praises with a song. 
8 God reigns over the nations; God is enthroned on high. 
9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. The rulers of the earth 
belong to God, who is highly exalted.  
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
A reading from Ephesians. 
  15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16 I 
do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of 
these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
  50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God.  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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SERMON 
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – “Rejoice, for Christ Is King!” (ELW 430) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
 

 
APOSTLES' CREED (Assisting Minister) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER SONG – “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  (ELW 752)  Sing 2 times 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Spoken Responsively) 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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OFFERING SONG – “For the Beauty of the Earth” (ELW 879) Sing verse 1 only 

 
OFFERING PRAYER (Assisting Minister) 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection  
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,  
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
The assembly may be seated.  
 
SONG - "Lamb of God" (ELW p. 146) 

 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG - “O Christ, Our Hope” (ELW 604) 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, 
keep and unite us, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Assisting Minister) 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give 
new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BIRTHDAYS/WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES/BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
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BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG – “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” (ELW 579) 

 
 
SENDING (Assisting Minister) 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Liturgical Texts. From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004305. OneLicense.net #A-742328. 
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COMMUNITY ANNNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Domestic Violence and Mental Health Awareness Seminar –  Saturday, May 30th  from 10:30am – 
1:30pm, Suratts-Clinton Library, 9400 Piscataway Rd., Clinton, MD. For more information see flyer posted 
in the Narthex. 
 
Blood Drive – Sponsored by the Top Ladies of Distinction, Saturday, June 6th, from 8:30am – 2:30pm, 
Hope Lutheran Church. More details regarding registration procedures will be forthcoming. During the 
blood drive, the group will be making Tie Blankets in the Fellowship Hall. The blankets will be provided to 
Sickle Cell patients in the DMV. All are invited to participate.  
 

CHURCH ANNNOUNCEMENTS 
For more information on events, please review flyers posted in the Narthex 

 
Council Meeting today at 12Noon. 
 
Synod Assembly Town Halls - The synod will host virtual town halls to review and discuss important 
items that will be presented at the assembly. These are open to all synod members. The next town hall will 
be Wednesday, May 20th, 7:00-8:00pm. This week’s topic: Constitution and Bylaws. Zoom link: 
http://tinyurl.com/MetroDCZoom - Password: 4005. 
 
Neighborhood Walking Group – Come out and join the community walking group (morning and evening 
sessions) sponsored by Hope’s Outreach Ministry. The group will meet every Tuesday in Hope’s parking 
lot at 10:00am and 5:30pm. For more information or questions, see Kristine Easley or Tim Rosin.  
 
GriefShare Support Group – Sessions are held every Wednesday from 2:00-4:00pm. During this 13-
week support group program, you’ll learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its unpredictability—and 
gain Christian support each step of the way. Please consider joining us or referring a friend. For more 
information about the program, please visit: www.griefshare.org. 
 
Community Yard Sale – Saturday, June 13th, Hope Lutheran Church parking lot. If you would like to 
secure a spot, please scan the QR Code on the flyer posted in the Narthex. Single spot with table $35.00 – 
Bring your own table $25.00. If you would like to donate items for a table for Hope, we are accepting 
donations thru May 31st. Please contact Veronica during regular office hours at (301) 868-2678, for 
additional information. 
  
Hope Bible Study - Join us on Fridays at 11:00am. Great interactive discussions and fellowship. Come 
out and be a part! 
 
For financial donations to Hope Lutheran Church you are welcome to use our QR code. 

http://tinyurl.com/MetroDCZoom
http://www.griefshare.org/

