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A Warm Welcome to Hope Lutheran Church
We hope that your worship experience this morning is spiritually enriching and
meaningful.

Children are always welcome at worship.

We practice eucharistic hospitality. All are welcome to Holy Communion.

Are you here for the first time? Our congregation is a member of the
Metropolitan D.C. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If you
are looking for a church home, we welcome your inquiry.

Restrooms are located down the hall to the right.

Cellphones create a distraction during worship. We ask that you check now to
make sure it is in airplane mode.

Our team of ushers are available throughout the service to assist.

Gluten-free hosts: The baked bread distributed during Holy Communion is
gluten-free, nut-free, but full of Jesus!

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, PLEASE EXIT THROUGH THE SIDE EGRESS.


http://www.hopeclinton.org/
mailto:pastoreric@hopeclinton.org

Sunday, February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 4
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three

INTRODUCTION

Today we hear Jesus’ words from the mountainside—the Beatitudes. These are not
commands to achieve, but blessings spoken to people in need. In the Lutheran tradition,
we hear them not as conditions for God’s love, but as promises of God’s grace. Jesus
names our hunger, our grief, and our longing for mercy, and declares that God’s
kingdom is near. We gather trusting that Christ meets us here, just as we are, and
sends us out bearing God’s blessing for the world.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Blessed are the poor in spirit, the downtrodden and despairing,
They will rejoice in God’s reign forever.

Blessed are those who mourn, who are grieving
They will be comforted in God's reign forever.

Blessed are the ones who seek justice and righteousness
They will find it in God’s reign forever.

Blessed are we when we love our neighbors and seek their needs
We will live in God’s reign forever.

Blessed are we all when we seek to serve others in God’s name.

Let us worship together, serving one another and serving our Mighty God.
Amen.

~ written by Rev. Mindi, and posted on Rev-o-lution. http://rev-o-lution.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.


http://rev-o-lution.org/

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we
have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of -+ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

The assembly stands.



GATHERING SONG - “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!” (ELW 873)

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voicc as full and strong as 0 - ccan’s surg - ing praisc,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Sall  lift your stan-dard high, still  march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the strains of  joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as pil - grims through the dark - ness wend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Rc - joice! Re - joice! Rc - joice, give thanks, and sing!

5 At last the march shall end;
the wearicd oncs shall rest;
the pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Music: MarioN, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834—-1916

6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the Lord whom we adore:
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
one God forevermore. Refrain

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re -ceive our prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving
for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
A reading from Micah.
" Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills
hear your voice. ? Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring
foundations of the earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will
contend with Israel. *“O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied
you? Answer me! “ For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from
the house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people,
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered
him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of
the LORD.”

6“With what shall | come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? Shall
| come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall | give my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” ¢ He has told
you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice
and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 15

" LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from
their heart;

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast
discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

'8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. ° For it is written, “| will destroy the wisdom of
the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2' For since, in the wisdom of
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness
of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks
desire wisdom, 2° but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to gentiles, 2* but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 2> For God’s foolishness is wiser than human
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; 26 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are
not, to abolish things that are, 2° so that no one might boast in the presence of God. *°In
contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, *' in order that, as it is written, “Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life.

The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our lord will stand forever.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account.

12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
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SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY - “Let Streams of Living Justice” (ELW 710)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Let Streams of Living Justice
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on the ecarth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’s built to mu - sic; we are the stones you seck;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to - geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the blind -ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us  Ull our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly glecams.
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Make lib - er - ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow'’r;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your truth—the heart of strang -er; your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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APOSTLES' CREED (Assisting Minister)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

12



PRAYER SONG - Sung to the tune of “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” (ELW 754)

Verse 1:

O Lord, you call your church to serve,

To walk in love and grace;

Through word and deed your light we bear,
In every time and place,

Verse 2:

Unite us now in prayer and song,
Your spirit makes us one;

Send us to share your boundless care,
Till all your work is done.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Responsive)
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for

whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

13



OFFERING SONG - “Brightest and Best of the Stars” (ELW 303) Sing only verses 3

and 4

Brightest and Best of the Stars
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1 Bright-est and best of the stars of  the morn - ing,

2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;

3 What shall we give him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?

4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,

5 Bright-ecst and best of the stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn  on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - f'rings di - vine,
vain - ly  with gifts would his fa - vor sc - curc;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
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Star of the east, the ho - n - ZOn a - dom - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber r1e - c¢lin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the o - cean,
rich - er by far is the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion,
Star of the cast, the ho - ri - Zon a - dorm - ing,
I_Q_# T I I T T . I T i |
| — [ T — T f | T 1 |
#@: —~ o I — [ | r o |
7 i — - e — & *
—
guide where our in - fant rec - deem - cr is laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav - ior of all.
myrrh from the for - est or gold from the mine?
dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
guide where our in - fant re - deem - er is laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783—1826, alt.

Music: MORNING STAR, Jlames P. Harding, 1850—1911, adapt.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to

become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

15



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
16



Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly may be seated.

SONG - Lamb of God (ELW p. 146)
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

COMMUNION SONG - “O God of Mercy, God of Light “(ELW 714)

O God of Mercy, God of Light
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1 O God of mer - cy, God of light, in love and
2 You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost
3 Teachus the les - son Je - sus taught: to feel for
4 For all are kin - dred, far and wide, since Je - sus
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Christ  for all has died; grant us  the will, and
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in your sight, to live our lives in you.
stray and fall! We rest our hope in you.
word and thought may work a work for you.
grace  pro - vide, to love them all in you.

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,

may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there
give help as though to you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Music: JusT As T Am, Joseph Barnby,

1838—1896

6 And may your Holy Spirit move

all those who live to live in love,

till you receive in heav’'n above
all those who live in you.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen,
keep and unite us, now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Assisting Minister)

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES/BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES

BLESSING

Go forth from this place with compassion and justice in your hearts.

Give voice to the silent, give strength to the weak.

Hear one another, see one another, love one another.

It's easy and it’s hard. Friends, go in peace to love and serve the Lord and be of good
courage.

Amen.

SENDING SONG - “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”(ELW 551)
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The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

Text: Delores Dufner, 0ss, b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING (Assisting Minister)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgical Texts. From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004305. OneLicense.net #A-742328.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Water Bill Assistance - If you or someone you know need assistance with their water
bill, please visit: www.wsscwater.com/assistance.
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1 The Spir - it sends us forth to serve; we go in
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of  Christ, to scat -  ter
4 Then let us go to serve in peace, the gos - pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid ings
bur - dened free; where hope 18 dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has cm -
0 . |
7 ! = . !  a— ; .
e T i P ] R — — % |
N i I r - i i [0
to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro claim.
share a dream  and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we g0 in Je - sus’ name.
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Free Medical Equipment — The State of Maryland provides a variety of medical
equipment to residents free of charge. Items are new or gently used. For more
information visit: www.dme.maryland.gov or call (240) 280-8000.

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship Meeting — Sunday, February 8th at 12noon.

Annual Congregational Meeting — Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday,
February 15th at 12noon.

Ash Wednesday — Come join us for Ash Wednesday worship on Wednesday, February
18th. Service will be held at Noon and again at 7:00pm for those who work.

Baptismal Recognition — We want to recognize baptismal anniversaries throughout
the year and would love hear about your baptismal journey. If you would like to share
your story (include date of baptism and church), please submit to:
office@hopeclinton.org or Pastor Eric.

GriefShare Support Group - It's not too late to sign up! Sessions are held on
Wednesdays, from 2:00-4:00pm. Please consider joining us or referring a friend.

Hope Bible Study — Join us for bible study on Fridays at 11:00am. All are welcome!
Free Membership - LivingLutheran.org is now live! Sign up for your free digital

membership today and stay connected with unforgettable stories of God’s people living
their faith. Visit livinglutheran.org/create-account.
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